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14th TAMPERE GUITAR FESTIVAL HAS ENDED SUCCESFULLY

The 14th edition of International Tampere Guitar Festival in Finland was a great success. World class concerts and events gathered together guitar lovers from 4 continents and tens of countries. Also the 1st Classical Guitar Competition of Finland was successful - 20 competitors from 10 countries set the level of the competition truely high. The concerts of Leo Brouwer guitar orchestra together with Anabel Montesinos and Marco Tamyo, and flamenco star Tomatito & Group got standing ovations. People loved the concerts.
Annually given Pro Guitarra Award was given to Cuban guitarists-composer-conductor Leo Brouwer for his lifetime work for classical guitar. Brouwer is the most significant composer for guitar of our time and still works actively composing and conducting orchestras.
Concert guitar made by Finnish luthier ended up to Mexico
The winner of the 1st Guitar Competition of Finland is Misael Barraza-Diaz from Mexico. He won a concert guitar worth of 7 000 € made by Finnish luthier Keijo Korelin, who explores new options to use Finnish woods as subsitutes to tropical woods. 2 of the finalists played with guitars made by Korelin. The winner received also 2 000 € Majaoja Prize, concert tour as Young Star artists in European guitar festivals and permission to participate in EuroStrings competition in London next year. Winner of that will get a concert tour in China and US + 5 000 € cash prize. Barraza-Diaz will also perform in Finland in 2019 in his award concert.

The 2nd place was split between Australian Campbell Diamond and Finnish Otto Kentala. 3rd place was given for Hungarian Dora Cserenyec. All competitors received a gift back from D’Addario, Augustine and RC Strings. Leo Brouwer Special Award for the best interpretation of music by Brouwer was given to Campbell Diamond. The favourite artist of the audience was Finnish guitarit Otto Kentala. He won a concert guitar worth of 5 000 € made by Altamira Guitars. Junior Jury voted for their favorite competitors from Round 1. Ostinato Sheet Music Shop gift cards went to: 1st Prize: Misael Barraza-Diaz, 2nd Prize Dora Cserenyec and 3rd Price Taiki Matsumoto, Japan.
The main partners of the competition were Majaoja Foundation, City of Tampere and Tampere Music Academy. The head of the jury was Finnish producer and guitarist Seppo Siirala. Other members of the jury were  Marco Tamayo (Cuba), Anabel Montesinos (Spain), Andrzej Wilkus (Sibelius Academy, Finland) and Timo Ruottinen (Alba Records, Finland). The honorary member of the jury was Cuban legend Leo Brouwer. The main partners of the whole festival are City of Tampere and Arts Promotion Centre Finland.
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