Press release November 11th 2020, Tampere Guitar Festival, Finland
Marcin Kuzniar from Poland won the 3rd International Classical Guitar Competition of Finland

This year, the Classical Guitar Competition of Finland, organised by Tampere Guitar Festival, was held online in collaboration with Guitar Competition José Tomás – Villa de Petrer from Spain. The 2 in 1 Online Competition started in July 2020 and the Finals were held this November. From all the performances of Round 1 (over 60 applicants) and then from Semifinals (20 in both competitions), two independent Juries selected four finalists to both competitions. Surprisingly, three of the Finalists were the same for both Finland and Spain.

The winner of the Finnish competition is Marcin Kuzniar. He received a cash prize of 2 000 euros, among other prizes. Second place went to Katarzyna Smolarek from Poland. Third place went to Jonas Egholm from Denmark. EuroStrings Artist 2020 from the competition of Finland is Alvaro Miranda from Costa Rica, since all the other finalists have already been selected as EuroStrings Artists in other European guitar competitions. The possible recording contract with Finnish label Alba Records will be decided later this week.
Marcin Kuzniar from Poland graduated in 2017 from the Academy of Music in Katowice. In 2020 he finished his postgraduate studies at the University of Music and Performing Arts, Graz, Austria. He has received over 40 prizes at international guitar competitions in Europe and the USA, and performed on several continents. In 2018 Marcin Kuzniar published his debut album called “Song Without Words” with music from the 19th and 20th century.


Seppo Siirala, the head of the Finnish jury:
“This year’s competition provided different challenges for the competitors, because it had to be organized online due to the COVID-19 situation. The finalists dealt with the situation very professionally and came up with well-prepared performances both technically and artistically. The winner of the competition, Marcin Kuzniar, showed deep musicality throughout the competition, and convinced the jury with his professional approach and mature interpretations.”

The partners and collaborators for the year 2020 were EuroStrings, Creative Europe, Jenny and Antti Wihuri Foundation, Ministry of Culture and Education in Finland, Arts Promotion Centre Finland, City of Tampere, Guitar Competition José Tomás – Villa de Petrer, D’Addario, Alba Records and RC Strings.

New audiences from all over the world

The competition and all the concerts of the 16th Tampere Guitar Festival were globally available via internet. This enabled the festival to reach new audiences widely around the world while receiving over 15 000 viewers. The 17th Tampere Guitar Festival and guitar competition is planned for June 2021.
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